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The “Annotated Bibliography” assignment:

Often before we can take a position within a community on an issue we are researching we want to know what our audience or specific discourse community values. We also hope to acquaint and orient ourselves with the discourse community’s issues or arguments as they derive from specific group or community identities and interests. An “annotated bibliography” can be used to invent other arguments, while also getting the argumentative “lay of the land.” In this way we begin to understand what kinds of research has been done on your topic across disciplines or perspectives and what kinds of key issues have been re-cited. This assignment thus asks you to do the following:
· Find at least 6-8 purposeful, relevant, academic peer-reviewed or of equal credibility sources within the topic of sustainability. Begin by using the MyBC Libraries available databases like GreenFile, EBSCOHost’s Academic Search Premier or ProQuest. As our Group Proposal Project handout notes the range of sources will and should vary. They may include the following: Research- includes an initial research plan AND a) Review of Literature (annotated bibliography entries); b) Statistical Data or Studies; c) Model Programs or Reports; d) Fieldwork- includes survey or interviews. 
· Use APA (American Psychology Association) conventions for bibliographic information depending on the field you are researching within.  Note: Nursing, Social Sciences and Education fields most often use APA, as the Humanities most often use MLA (Modern Language Association). 
· Before your Annotations appear alphabetically, please synthesize your Review of Research document with your Annotated Bibliography entries with the additional components below; Abstract, Key Terms list, Annotations. The sections should be organized as follows:

Abstract

Key Terms: 

Annotations in alphabetical order (you can also use sub-headings for sub-topics in area, but these 
should still be alphabetized once designated)
· Formatting the Annotations -Following the usual information you would have on a Works Cited or References page, your annotations should follow as a 1-2 paragraph entry. Each entry should do the following in order to uncover the authors’ assumptions:
(1) Summarize the author’s work.
(2) Paraphrase the author’s explicit (or implicit) claim/working thesis which you plan to work with in your paper. 
(3) Who is the author and what is their expertise in the field?
(4) Locate the author’s argument and acknowledge the context (time, cultural climate, etc) in which they are working in.
(5) What are certain key terms from the author’s work adding to your argument, conceptually? Does it challenge, support, or raise a new point not considered about your topic at hand?
(6) How do you plan to use the source in your final proposal and project as a whole?  Describe how you see it functioning rhetorically, or rather, persuasively?
Each annotated entry should be no shorter than 6 sentences and no longer than 2 paragraphs.
They should be written thoroughly and in complete thoughts and sentences, not merely a list.
Student Example of Annotated Bibliography entry portion:
COONTZ, S. (2007). The Origins of Modern Divorce. Family Process, 46(1), 7-16. doi:10.1111/j.1545-5300.2006.00188.x

This text focuses on the history of divorce and how and why it has evolved over time in differently countries, specifically in North America and Western Europe. The author’s claim/thesis is that it was the rise of romantic love and the change of emotional expectations in relationships that led to what the author calls “modern divorce”. With as much divorce as we see today, the research and evidence in this text show that divorce was a concept long before what we know now as “modern divorce”, however the reasoning is much different now. Stephanie Coontz is a professor at Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington, where she specifies in teaching history and family studies. This text explains how emotion, passion, and individual fulfillment have become very important factors in relationships and marriages throughout the history of North American and Western European culture. It explains that “modern divorce” is based off these factors more than divorce before this idea had been, which supports my claim that affection as an emotion in intimate relationships is extremely important and can seriously affect the outcome of the relationship. I plan to use this information to support my claim and give   insight to how the lack of emotional connection, love, romance and so forth, which are all very similarly related to affection, can negatively affect a relationship and in many cases for married couples end in divorce.

Due dates: ½ entries/draft due 10.19.12 and final due 10.31.12.


[image: image1]