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Final project: Integrating Sustainability Across the Curriculum

Printmaking I ART 230 & Printmaking II ART 235

1. Personal Sustainability Mission Statement:
To help students become more aware of their personal impact on and personal responsibility towards future generations and the future of the earth.

To encourage students to value art, the pursuit of aesthetic expression, and to place themselves within the context of past and future human creative endeavors.

To empower students to recognize their role as a positive influence in steering culture to value and support the arts. 

To inspire them to become a champion for the sustainability of art-making itself as a respectable endeavor that produces ideas and products worthy of consideration and conservation. 
To see art as integral to humanity in the realms of happiness, freedom of expression and social responsibility.
2. Connecting sustainability to Printmaking I & II and to Art making in general

In Printmaking we transform one type of consumable (art materials) into a different type of consumable (visual art) with input from the body (physical process and manipulation of tools) and the mind (ideas). We will seek to reduce the negative impact of the printmaking process through thoughtful and deliberate use of non-toxic materials and tools with the intention of preserving the environment and the body.  We will attempt to make images that communicate our commitment to social responsibility and an awareness of global impact. 
In art classes it is often a goal to encourage students to reflect on what it is to be human. We hope to convey the intrinsic value of meaningful analysis and appreciation of art.  It is our unique ability as humans to be able to analyze, discuss, discover and uncover meaning in the creative attempts of other human beings. With guidance, students will comprehend that visual expression can communicate ideas, values, feelings, religious beliefs, etc. situated in a cultural and historical context. 
Current Solution:
Eliminate traditional toxic techniques that require special handling and studio modifications, e.g. Etching, 
Lithography and Photo processes. 

Substitute non-toxic methods: Relief: Linoleum block printing, Intaglio: Dry Point, and Planographic: Xerox 
Transfer and Monotype techniques

Continue to work toward improvements in making art safely

Teach and monitor safe studio practices. 

Maintain a tool library for shared resources. Establish a supply--re-store.

Encourage conservation of resources by sharing of art materials and the reduce waste though instruction.
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Argument for the Importance of Sustaining Art itself:


It is clear that art is literally in danger of disintegration and decomposition from current environmental and social factors. 

Art at its highest can present the world in a new way and inspire towards noble actions and critical thinking. Art in a historical context is a testament to the innate human inclination to adorn functional objects or create something visually beautiful that can also have the power to impart meaning and influence. Art is valuable as a site for discourse. We seek and make connections between the values and practices of our own time and values and practices throughout history.  
TEACHING PORTFOLIO
OUTCOMES: Relate sustainability outcomes to course outcomes
I. Sustainability Outcome: Demonstrate technical skills and expertise necessary to implement sustainable solutions in solving problems related to the course.

Course Outcome: Students will develop a degree of competency in the basic methods and techniques of Printmaking including use of tools, presses, inks, as well as knowledge of paper, plate preparation, presentation, etc. 

Assignment: Keep a sustainability log. 

Designate a page in your print journal as your "Sustainability Log". Keep track of your decisions and actions as you became more conscious of your personal environmental impact (your own eco footprint). Make notes of anything you do differently that could result in a positive environmental impact. Write down any ideas or suggestions to make printmaking more eco-friendly and or any problems that may need to be improved or solved. Keep track of non-toxic practices, reduced waste, conservation of resources, sharing and collaborative work.
Assessment: Portion of the grade for Printmaking Process Journal. Thought  and effort. 
Goal: Students will learn about traditional methods vs. non-toxic printmaking methods regarding use of materials and clean-up. Students will gain experience in benefits of sharing resources e.g. a tool library and consumable materials. 
Teaching strategy: Slide lecture comparing toxic methods with current use of non-toxic methods. Lecture will also cover potential health hazards and explain that non-toxic methods have been adopted for reasons of environmental health, personal health and sustainability.
II. Sustainability Outcome: Demonstrate connections between a student's chosen course of study and sustainability.

Course Outcome: Individuals expand their personal artistic expression within the media of printmaking. 

Assignment: Find a contemporary or historical (fine art) print that successfully communicates and persuades a viewer to adopt a particular view about an environmental or social issue. 
Write a paragraph or two stating what aspects of the visual presentation (the elements and principles of design) contribute to the power of the message. Address how you could incorporate these same strategies to express and communicate something you value. 

Bring an image of the print to class. A typed statement may be submitted electronically. 
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Assessment: Accurate identification and analysis of visual elements for communication. 

Teaching Strategy. Students present print imagery and discuss visual elements and principles used to communicate the message.
III. Sustainability Outcome: Apply an ethical perspective in which one views oneself as embedded in the fabric of an interconnected world.
Course Outcome: Students will engage in problem solving and use design skills and theory to deliberately manipulate visual media to achieve specific goals in visual communication.

Assignment: Make a print that communicates the gravity of an environmental or social issue that is especially important to you. Using one of the print techniques you have learned this quarter: relief, intaglio or planographic.(linocut, drypoint, monotype, stencil, stamps, frottage, collograph, etc. 
Assessment: Fulfillment of criteria of the assignment. Creativity and problem solving.  Graphic impact. 
Appropriate use of visual elements to aid communication of desired effect. Combined use of image and text if applicable. 
Teaching strategy. Present the work of artists that have prioritized nature or the environment as a theme, concern, inspiration or motivation. Analyze materials, form, process and the deliberate use of visual information for communication, e.g. area of emphasis, balance, directionality, rhythm, contrast, color, etc. 

IV. Sustainability Outcome: Apply Practical solutions to real-world sustainability challenges.

Course Outcome:

Assignment: Make an elegant and/or functional print by printing one of your plates or blocks on something that you already have in your possession. You may also choose to print on a found, traded or used item purchased from a thrift store. You may use fabric or paper print techniques.

Assessment: As partial fulfillment of the final project. This print will be evaluated for creativity, problem solving, use of design principles, use of printmaking techniques, aesthetic qualities and effort.
Teaching Strategy: Class Brainstorms, Present examples of re-purposed prints.
Potential Alterations to Current Lesson Plan:

Additional Lectures related to sustainability:


1. Art preservation and conservation: Stewardship past and present. Present Art and Prints that focus on the theme/purpose of earth preservation/recycling/social justice/economy

2. History of Printmaking as communication/journalism/collaborative/production of multiples.
