Philosophy 206: Philosophy of Feminism
Daily 10:30-11:20, room R304

Zoe Aleshire

zoe.aleshire@bellevuecollege.edu
Office Hours Mondays 12:45-2:45pm/by appointment

There are no textbooks for this class! Hooray! However, there will be extensive required readings found under the Modules section of the Canvas site.

Please visit http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/classes/All/PHIL/206 for course outcomes. :)

See the end of this document for information and policies from the Disability Resource Center and Arts&Humanities division.

Overview

This is a discussion-based course meant to explore the feminist aspects of philosophical thought (or is it the other way around?)... We will be reading a variety of texts from both historic and contemporary sources and discussing both how they align with classic philosophical topics as well as how they fit into the evolving portrait of feminism as a lived experience. Though I have made an effort to present a diverse mix of voices in the texts, this class will primarily be oriented around Western feminist thought, due to my own ignorance! :(

Though I do not take attendance, you are strongly recommended to attend class. There is no grade for discussion, but you will fall behind if you are not present in both mind and body for the class. If you are found to have missed over 15 days of class be aware that you are eligible to automatically fail as per the A&H guidelines...if I catch you (I will probably notice). 

If you need an HW (hardship withdrawal) please notify me as soon as possible. I will not give you an HW or an I (incomplete) merely to rescue your GPA; thus, you must be passing the course at the time of the hardship to receive either of these grades. 

If this or any of my policies prove to be a source of contention, please contact Russ Payne, the chair of the Philosophy department, at wrpayne@bellevuecollege.edu
Discussion Policy

I will consistently do my best to be respectful to you as an individual choosing to be here, and I expect the same from each person in the class. We may be discussing topics or ideas in this course that make you or your classmates uncomfortable: this is ok (actually, discomfort is often a great sign of learning!), but we need to be careful of each other's boundaries and emotional space. I have attached to this syllabus some guidelines for respectful class discussion that we will also be going over in class. I expect each one of you to adhere to these guidelines as if they are a daily graded assignment. Insults, shaming, intolerance or general rudeness are more than a breach of etiquette, they create an environment where some people may not be comfortable expressing their views and cannot participate. Reasoned disagreement is an integral part of doing philosophy—silencing one another is not. I will not tolerate it in or outside the classroom, and do not expect that any of you should either. 
Thus no body-shaming, ableism, sexism, racism, or direct attacks on any individual  in the classroom will be permitted, and I grant you permission to identify offensive speech regardless of the source (including me!) both in the classroom and in your lives :)
Discussion will be run according to these basic guidelines, which we will go over more in depth as needed in class:
-Listen respectfully, without interrupting.
-Respect one another's views.

-Criticize ideas, not individuals.

-Commit to learning, not debating.

-Avoid blame and speculation.

-Avoid inflammatory language.
Grades
This class is out of 100 points, broken down as follows:

Reading Responses: 

16x @ 4p each (64 points total) 

Midterm/RD:

 16 p

Final Essay:

 20 p

Grading Scale:
94-100%= A

86-89.4%=B+

80%-81.8=B-

72-75.4%=C

64-69.8%=D

90-93.4=A-

82-85.4%=B

76-79.4%=C+

70-71.8%=C-

60-63.8=D-

Responses

You will be asked to write a response for each reading we do, in preparation for our in-class discussion. Since there are two very distinct types of readings, there are two types of responses you will be asked to write!

The analytic readings (marked as A in the schedule) are non-fictional, academic-style papers. You will write about a page (200-400 words) explaining what you believe the thesis to be in the reading, and conclude the response with a question for discussion. These will be due on Canvas the evening before  we discuss the reading.

The fiction readings (marked as F in the schedule) are, unsurprisingly, fictional essays and selections. You will write about a page (200-400 words) exploring, evaluating, describing, connecting and...responding to the story. Rather than a purely academic analysis of what you read, try to write what the piece made you think, feel, how it connected to your life, to other parts of the class—any way you reacted to the story. You are welcome to respond to the fictional pieces in poem or prose, epistolary or dialogue, or any other form of writing you are most comfortable with. These will be due on Canvas the evening before we discuss the piece. 

The responses will be graded on a 0-4 point system.


4 points: you express your ideas clearly, demonstrate familiarity with the material (1-2 
citations if applicable) and provide some insight into what you thought or how you reacted to the concepts.

2-3 points: ideas may be expressed clearly sometimes, but there may be a lack of familiarity with the material or there may be less insight than for full credit (an insightful summary would be 2 points).


1 point: Either a summary only, without insight or analysis, or there is a lack of familiarity with the readings while still being some attempt at engaging the topic. 
No points will be given for anything plagiarized. I define this as a turnitin score over 20%. See below for more on plagiarism...

Midterm Essay (Rough Draft)
At midterm, you will be asked to write an essay between 900-1300 words. I will provide you with 4-6 essays questions to choose from. 

Guidelines:

>Please stay close to the word count limit! A little over or under is fine, but use your best judgement.

>Since this is online, formatting is not terribly important. I do prefer 12p font, double spaced etc.

>Title or none, your choice. 

>Please turn in on CANVAS only. If something goes terribly wrong, you can email me your file, but I greatly prefer you upload to Canvas! No paper copies ever. 

>Citations may be done in any format, so long as you are consistent!

>Please include your last name, the course number (206) and the word “midterm” in your filename.


For example: Aleshire-206-midterm 

This is intended to be a stand-alone paper that will be revised and synthesized with another 3-5 page paper at the end of the quarter. It is a rough draft in the sense that it will serve as the foundation for your final.

No Plagiarized papers will be given credit!!!! 
Plagiarizing means using another's words or ideas and representing them as your own. Always properly cite your sources, as this can sometimes be done accidentally! It also means having someone write a paper or part of a paper for you and representing it as your own work. Bellevue College has a contract with a plagiarism detecting service and any work suspected of plagiarism will be referred to that service. The first instance of plagiarism will result in an F for that assignment; any subsequent offenses will result in an automatic F for the course. No exceptions will be made to this rule.

Plagiarism is grounds for failing the course and possible dismissal from school. I don't want to know what someone else said about the topics we are covering, anyway: I want your own thoughts. It's usually more obvious to catch than you'd think. Don't do it. If you have any questions about how to cite something properly, ask me or the friendly people at the Writing Center (D204). 
Final Essay
The final essay will be a synthesis of the midterm you wrote and, functionally, a second essay responding to another of the topics provided at midterm, for a final total of 1800-2400 words.

All the above guidelines apply, so your filename will look like: Aleshire-206-final

If you would prefer to either expand on the topic you wrote on for your rough draft or write your own second prompt, these options are acceptable only if first discussed with me.
And Now, A Few Messages From Bellevue College:
I will provide trigger warnings in advance of particularly violent or intense content, but there will be instances of nudity, sexuality, “strong language” and religious conflict in most (if not all) of the visual content we will be analyzing in class. I recommend discussing with me beforehand if you anticipate having problems with this type of content. I will not excuse you from assignments relating to the content if you are offended, and will hold your work to the same level as if you were not offended: thus, “I hated this because it offended me” will never be sufficient for completion of an assignment. Learning can be about pushing past your own boundaries and homophobia, body negativity and racial or social bigotry will never be acceptable in this classroom.  
Essential to a liberal arts education is an open-minded tolerance for ideas and modes of expression that might conflict with one’s personal values. By being exposed to such ideas or expressions, students are not expected to endorse or adopt them but rather to understand that they are part of the free flow of information upon which higher education depends. 

To this end, you may find that class requirements may include engaging certain materials, such as books, films, and art work, which may, in whole or in part, offend you. These materials are equivalent to required texts and are essential to the course content. If you decline to engage the required material by not reading, viewing, or performing material you consider offensive, you will still be required to meet class requirements in order to earn credit. 
Bellevue College is committed to maintaining an environment in which every member of the campus community feels welcome to participate in the life of the college, free from harassment and discrimination.

We value our different backgrounds at Bellevue College, and students, faculty, staff members, and administrators are to treat one another with dignity and respect. http://bellevuecollege.edu/about/goals/inclusion.asp
Disability Resource Center
The Disability Resource Center serves students with a wide array of learning challenges and disabilities. If you are a student who has a disability or learning challenge and you feel you may need accommodations in order to be successful in college, please contact us as soon as possible AT ANY TIME DURING THE QUARTER!
If you are a person who requires assistance in case of an emergency situation, such as a fire, earthquake, etc, please meet with your individual instructors to develop a safety plan within the first week of the quarter.
The DRC office is located in B132 or you can call our reception desk at 425.564.2498.  Deaf students can reach us by video phone at 425-440-2025 or by TTY at 425-564-4110.  Please visit our website for application information into our program and other helpful links at www.bellevuecollege.edu/drc
