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Separate sentences
The policy is not well defineds It confuses many employees.

4. The goldsmiths were something like modern-day bankers. Their
receipts were something like modern-day money.
5. The goldsmiths became even more like modern-day bankers. They

cm@_m: issuing receipts for more gold than they actually held in their
vaults.

Comma and coordinating conjunction
The policy is not well defined, and it confuses many employees.

Semicolon

Exercise 18.4 Revising: Comma splices and fused sentences
: The policy is not well defined; it confuses many employees.

Identify and revise the comma splices and fused sentences in the follow-

Subordinating conjunction Ing paragraph.

Because the policy is not well defined,, it confuses many employees. All those parents who urged their children to eat broccoli were

flght, the vegetable really is healthful. Broccoli contains sulforaphane,
Imoreover, this mustard oil can be found in kale and Brussels sprouts. Sul-
[oraphane causes the body to make an enzyme that attacks carcinogens,
[hese substances cause cancer. The enzyme speeds up the work of the
Kidneys then they can flush harmful chemicals out of the body. Other
Vijetables have similar benefits however, green, leafy vegetables like
liroccoli are the most efficient. Thus wise people will eat their broccoli it
tiuld save their lives.

Exercise 18.2 Identifying and revising fused sentences

* Revise each of the fused sentences below in two of the four ways Sht
above.

Exercise
Example:
Tim was shy he usually refused invitations.
Tim was shy, so he usually refused invitations.
Tim was shy; he usually refused invitations.

Lo Note See page 398 for an exercise involvi ices
1. Throughout history money and religion were closely linked: N pag 3 : ng comma splices and
. It histe e i htnlences along with other sentence errors.
was little distinction between government and religion.

2. The head of state and the religious leader were often the sall
son all power rested in one ruler.
3. These powerful leaders decided what objects would serve aj |
their backing encouraged public faith in the money.
4. Coins were minted of precious metals the religious overldl
money were then strengthened.

5. People already believed the precious metals to be divine th 1l
money intensified its allure. . 5

Exercise 18.3 Sentence combining to avoid comma spll¢
and fused sentences
* Combine each pair of sentences below into one sentence with
ing a comma splice or fused sentence. Combine sentences hy.
ing a comma and coordinating conjunction, (2) supplying
or (3) subordinating one clause to the other. You will hav
lete, or change words as well as punctuation.

Pronoun Reference

Exercise

N such as it or they derives its meaning from its
il 1hie noun it substitutes for. Therefore, a pronoun must

A _s_z_ unmistakably to its antecedent in order for the
: ; , hi clear. A sentence such as Jim told Mark he was not
The sun sank lower in the sky. The colors gradually fadad Ul clenr because the reader does not know whether /e
As the sun sank lower in the sky, the colors gradu Ll to Mark.

first clause is subordinated to the second.]

* 1 mike pronoun reference clear is to ensure that the
L ililocedent agree in person, number, and gender (see
e oiher way is to ensure that the pronoun refers un-
_§ n ulngle, close, specific antecedent.

1. The exact origin of paper money is unknown. It has (il
coins, shells, and other durable objects have. )

2. Perhaps goldsmiths were also bankers. Thus they held
their wealthy customers.

3. The goldsmiths probably gave customers receipls
These receipts were then used in trade.
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Vislt mycomplab.com for the eText and for resources e
INore exercises on pronoun reference,
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Revised with a semicolon

The increased time devoted to watching television is not the only cause
of the dec i i ty; however;, it is one of the important
causes.

The increased time devoted to watching television is not the only cause

of the decline in reading ability; it is, however, one of the important
causes.

Exercise 18.1 Identifying and revising comma splices
Correct each comma splice below in two of the ways described on
pages 362-63. If an item contains no comma splice, mark the number
preceding it.
Example:
Carolyn still had a headache, she could not get the child-proof cap
off the aspirin bottle.
Carolyn still had a headache:because she could not get the child-
proof cap off the aspirin bottle. [Subordination.]

Carolyn still had a headache,, for she could not get the child-proof
cap off the aspirin bottle. [Coordinating conjunction.]

_ |- Money has a long history, it goes back at least as far as the earliest
[ecords.
! Many of the earliest records concern financial transactions,
varly history must often be inferred from commercial activity.
1\ lvery known society has had a system of money, though the objects
WBIving as money have varied widely.
- nmetimes the objects have had real value, in modern times, how-
#vel, their value has been more abstract.
j Lallle, fermented beverages, and rare shells have served as money,
Hith one had actual value for the society.

Fused Sentences

Bimbine two main clauses only with an
jropriate conjunction or punctuation
Ik between them.

| clauses are joined without a word to connect

n mark to separate them, the result is a fused
Hlelive, Fused sentences can rarely be understood on
mil they are never acceptable in standard written

jinlicy 1s not well defined it confuses many employees.

W 1y be corrected in the same ways as comma
N A62-63.
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Revision of comma splices and fused senten

1. Underline the main clauses in your draft. \

i ils. Trainees:
Sailors trained on the ship they _mwﬂmﬂ mamcﬁ W\,”M%Qwﬂmmmﬂ_mzwmw e
rse ranged from hig schoo ] .
s m_mu:o_Amn_.ﬂM mwmr_m built mm 1910, it had sailed ever m_qnmwo_ﬂ:m_mmmw
nlmmﬁ.ca\ m; had circled the globe forty times. It burned in
ce i
ins and decks were destroyed.

i in clauses.
Focus on sentences that contain two or more main

es, revise
If nothing falls between the clauses or .o=_< a noq%:wﬂnﬁﬂm i
m::o:m of the following ways. The choice vawﬂ_wm:ma e
i lauses, as e
tablish between the c »
you want to es
opposite. \
i ith a period.
Separate main clauses wi . A
Sailors trained on the ship+ They learned about wind and

inating conjun
Separate main clauses with a comma and a coordinating j
tion.

The ship was built in 1910, and it had sailed ever since.
mm@mqmnm main clauses with a semicolon. .
The ship was built in 1910; it had sailed ever since.

. : ul
Subordinate one clause to the other, depending on which cla .
more important.

When it burned in 2001, its cabins and decks were destroyed.

Comma Splices

Separate two main clauses with a comma only
E when they are joined by a coordinating ,
conjunction.

A comma cannot separate main clauses cu_m\mm 53\.@“ :
: i ot, for, so, Vel)
inati junction (and, but, or, nor, for, [
ordinating conjunc : |
o MO@Q the same main clause to continue mmﬁma.m_ﬂ._ ooo_”.r :_,
MMWMSWSQ find themselves _‘om&:m.m second mai S
hey realize they have finished the .mwﬂ: they Eu% o
ﬁ @u\% u have several options for revising comma sp !
(o}

Making separate sentences

\ 5 |
Revising a comma splice by muld g _:,_.__::ﬂ .ﬂ:_w_ﬁ.ﬂ.h.w.,.;
main o_a,:ucz will always be correct, The period iy
<

Main clauses without and, but, etc.
but preferable when the

ain clauses are
only loosely related:

Comma splice Chemistry has contributed much to our under:

of foods, many foods such as
produced in the _mco&ﬁocx.

Chemistry has contributed much to our c:QmGS:Q_.:m

of foods., Many foods such as wheat and beans can be
produced in the _m_uoaﬁoa\.

standing
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Bima splice  Goog taste is rare in |5
are usually bland.

Good taste js rare in _m_uoanoc\-mqos\: vegetables;
they are usually blang.

UOESJ\-@BS: Vegetables, they
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deficlont, m_%_.s__. on the second |deq
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# Relate main clauses with a semicolon and a conjunctive adverb or
transitional expression.

however,
for example, ?
etc.

Main clause 7 main clause

Hybrid cars are popular with consumers; as a result, automakers are
releasing new models.

es fall together, readers new

With a comma splice or a fused sentence, two main clauses run
lpether without one of the signals listed in the box, and readers
nust reread for sense. A comma splice joins (or splices) main

s only with a comma, not with a coordinating conjunction as

Comma splice
Ihe ship was huge, its mast stood eighty feet high.

limed sentence (or run-on sentence) joins main clauses with no
il (uation at all:

lused sentence
[he ship was huge its mast stood eighty feet high.

Ixception Experienced writers sometimes use a comma with-
il toordinating conjunction between very brief main clauses
I ile prammatically parallel:

IHi's not a person,, he’s a monster.

PVl many readers view such punctuation as incorrect. Unless
cerfain that your readers will not object to the comma in a
Biive like this one, separate the clauses with periods or semi-

I8, i described in this chapter.
fimmar checkers A grammar checker can detect many comma
Il will miss most fused sentences. For example, a checker
bl Money is tight, we need to spend carefully but not Money is
W lieed to spend carefully. A checker may also question sen-
(hit are actually correct, such as Money being tighter now
4 Wi, We need to spend carefully. Verify that revision is actually

L i nny flagged sentence.

LUkt o An English sentence may not include more than
WRUASED e main clause unless the clauses are separated
i and a coordinating cofijunction or by a semicolon or
| live language dogs not have such a rule or has ac-
] . Voul to writing long sefitences, you may need to edit your
L Willing especially for” comma splices and lused sentences,
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